Flumazenil and dialysis for gabapentin-induced coma.
To describe a case of gabapentin-induced coma that was reversed with flumazenil and hemodialysis. We describe an 83-year-old dialysis-dependent white man who became comatose after a single dose of gabapentin for phantom limb pain. The patient was successfully revived from the coma with administration of flumazenil, which was then followed by hemodialysis. Serum concentration data before and 4 hours after dialysis document the effectiveness of hemodialysis for gabapentin toxicity. An objective causality assessment revealed that this adverse event was probably related to the gabapentin that the patient received. To our knowledge, this is the first documented case of not only gabapentin-induced coma, but also the effectiveness of flumazenil for treatment of this type of coma. Although therapeutic hemodialysis has been previously described, our case report is strengthened by the serum concentration monitoring accompanying it. This report underscores the importance of initiating gabapentin therapy at low doses in dialysis-dependent patients and introduces a novel treatment for those who experience toxicity.